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Program notes

The Firebirds Feather for flute solo is written at request of Michael Matsuno, the first performer of the piece. The piece is
inspired by the legend of the Firebird (from Russian fairy tales) and partially by its interpretation by Igor Stravinsky in his
famous ballet score “The Firebird” (specifically, by the overtone glissandos in strings from the Introduction to the ballet). In all
versions of this fairy tale, once upon a time, a simpleton is seeing at night a magic bird which leaves behind its feather. The
simpleton picks up and brings the feather to the Tsar, who gives him an impossible task to catch the magic bird. That’s the
moment in the story which I am capturing — the vision of the firebird, who drops her feather, which lightens up the darkest night.
To mimic a magical bird, the piece makes use of many extended performance techniques, and at some point, the performer is
asked to articulate certain vowels and syllables mimicking bird’s chirping (#-ki-ti-ta, phi-u) and pronouncing English
transliteration of Russian words for “firebird” (zharptitsa) and “firebird’s feather” (pero zharptitsy), later diminished to
phonemes.

Performance notes

Tempo, time signatures

This piece switches between rubato-like unmeasured sections with approximate timing of events suggested (marked as freely,
senza misura), and measured sections with specific tempo (con misura). It uses an array of extended techniques, listed on the
next page. The duration of performance can vary, depending on performer’s interpretation. The suggested tempos in measured
sections can be taken a bit slower.

Accidentals

The use of accidentals in measured sections follow standard rules (accidentals apply throughout the entire measure to the same
notes, unless cancelled by naturals). Accidentals in unmeasured sections apply to the same notes throughout the line (unless
cancelled by naturals), but do not apply to the next line.

Multiphonics and quartertones

This piece makes use of multophonics (the fingering charts are provided in the score) and quartertones/microtones. For the
microtones, the fingering charts have not been provided by composer whose suggestion is to use embouchure/lip glissando to
achieve those quartertones/microtones.
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